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Bates debate conquers Yale, the Bates Professor Belkaid
most prestigious tournament in leads Arabic lessions as
a gateway to the world
the U.S.
JULIA MONGEAU
STAFF WRITER

LYDIA O’BRIEN
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

Senior Jack Stewart and junior Tay¬
lor Blackburn successfully navigated
their way through the best debaters of
the United States and Canada by win¬
ning the Yale Intervarsity Tournament
this past weekend. The Yale tournament
is typically regarded as the most presti¬
gious tournament in the United States
and one of the top five tournaments in
the world.
“This is a significant new accom¬
plishment for the team,” said Stew¬
art.
The Brooks Quimby Debate Coun¬
cil (BQDC) is one of the oldest organi¬
zations at Bates College. It was founded
shortly after the college was established
in 1855, and since then it has become a
prestigious debating society.
The Debate Council participates
in domestic tournaments through the
American Parliamentary Debate Associ¬
ation (APDA) and on the British Parlia¬
mentary circuit. The team has also been
successful when competing internation¬
ally at tournaments such as the World
Universities Debating Championships.
Currently, Bates is ranked 9th in the
country on APDA.
This past weekend, Bates sent seven
teams to Yale and three more to Vassar
College for separate tournaments.
Blackburn and Stewart were
seeded sixth heading into outrounds.
Outrounds are held in March Madnessstyle, the top 16 teams are paired in a
head-to-head bracket until a champion
is crowned.
The dynamic duo eliminated teams
from Princeton, Harvard, Brown, and
Swarthmore, among other schools, to
claim the championship. Blackburn also
finished among the top 10 best speakers
at the tournament.
At Vassar this weekend, first-years
Matt Kahn and Zoe Seaman-Grant won
the novice portion of the tournament,
their second tournament win of the
year. Novice refers to debaters in their
first year of collegiate debate. SeamanGrant was the second best novice speak¬
er at Vassar while Kahn placed eighth.
The debate team is coached and ad¬

It is normal to walk through Roger
Williams Hall and hear voices speak¬
ing French, Spanish, Chinese, Japanese,
Russian, and German. Recently, howev¬
er, voices speaking Arabic are becoming
more common.
Bates student Natacha Danon has
recently recruited Meryem Belkaid,
Visiting Assistant Professor in the De¬
partment of French and Francophone
Studies, to teach this semester’s weekly
Arabic lessons. These informal classes
began when senior Zena Sabath found¬
ed the Arabic Club two years ago, which
used to bring in a Bowdoin College pro¬
fessor to teach every week.
Danon, who is now head of the Ar¬
abic Club, is taking a seminar on French
colonization in North Africa with Pro¬
fessor Belkaid. A native speaker of Ara¬
bic, Belkaid sometimes speaks a bit of
the language in class, so Danon had the
idea to ask her to teach Arabic at Bates.
“I thought it would be a nice chal¬
lenge for me since I didn’t teach any
Arabic before, and I am very happy to
share what I know about this language
that I really love,” says Belkaid.
Indeed, she describes Arabic as an
“alive and creative” language, and she
explains that there are actually three
types of it: Koranic Arabic, regional
dialects, and modern standard Arabic.
Belkaid herself grew up speaking the Al¬
gerian and Tunisian dialects and learned
the modern standard Arabic in school.
It is the modern standard that
Belkaid has decided to teach in the
lessons at Bates, because it is the form
“that professionals use to present the
news, discuss business and technical
issues...It is also the language that can
help students read Arabic literature,”
Belkaid explains.
The weekly lessons started on Fri¬
day, September 27th and have already
been quite popular. Initially, says
Belkaid, there were about fifty students
who signed up, and the current number
is still close at forty.
“It’s not an easy language and you
really have to be eager to learn,” affirms
Belkaid, but anyone is welcome to sign
up. “Students come from different ma¬

ministered by Professor Jan Hovden of
the Rhetoric Department.
The Debate Council has an open
membership policy, so there are no try¬
outs and anyone can join. The teams are
selected based on a number of factors
for each tournament, but even novices
(debaters in their first year) have oppor¬
tunities to compete and succeed.
Last weekend, first-years Kahn and
Seaman-Grant made it to the finals at
the Boston University Novice Tourna¬
ment, where they debated whether the
feminist movement should embrace
“twerking.” Though they faced a tough
team from Harvard, Kahn and Seaman-

Grant won in a 5-4 decision. SeamanGrant was the seventh best speaker at
the tournament.
The Novice Tournament gives new¬
comers an equal opportunity to com¬
pete, and in Kahns case, a chance to set
goals for the upcoming season.
“My goals for this year are to learn
how to write stronger cases and to try to
learn as much as I can from the seniors
and juniors before they graduate,” says
Kahn.
Kahn will certainly learn a lot from
veteran debaters, who have quite the
successful record. Last year, the team of
See DEBATE, PAGE 5

jors: French, Politics, Anthropology...
We also had some Faculty and Staff, and
I have to say that it’s very nice to have
colleagues asking good questions and
challenging my teaching skills.”
Belkaid, who also teaches Elemen¬
tary French 101 and Le Maghreb: Vue
de l’Enfance (the experience of child¬
hood in North Africa), has developed
a unique organization for these lessons,
which are informal only in the sense
that they do not constitute an academic
program and do not involve any outside
work. Belkaid says that she is nonethe¬
less “trying to create my own documents
and exercises according to the students’
level. They are learning and I am learn¬
ing too.”
According to the Office of the Reg¬
istrar, 26.4% of students are taking one
or more language courses for this fall
semester. In the Class of 2013, 6.2% of
the 436 students were language majors,
which means about 27 students gradu¬
ated with a degree in a language. In the
past four years, only 7.1% of student
majors were in the language depart¬
ments.
Creating an official Arabic pro¬
gram, however, might bump these
numbers up. Granted, perhaps not all of
the students in the Arabic lessons would
declare a major or minor in Arabic were
it an academic program. But increasing
language offerings is nonetheless benefi¬
cial to any college, especially at Bates,
where study abroad participation is
quite high.
“There is for sure a great interest
[for an official program] among stu¬
dents and Faculty,” Belkaid comments.
Danon agrees, “While these unof¬
ficial Arabic classes are positive in the
sense that many students come who
might not have room in their sched¬
ules to take a formal Arabic class, and
professors and staff members are able
to attend, a formal Arabic department
would be ideal.”
Most of Bates’ NESCAC counter¬
parts offer academic courses in Arabic
already. Bowdoin College created its
Arabic Program a few years ago, and
Middlebury, Tufts, Trinity, Connecticut
College, Hamilton, Williams, and Wes¬
leyan also offer Arabic as an academic
See ARABIC, PAGE 5

Goal of student-run Bobcat Den delivery
service- Bring happiness to your doorstep
HELEN CHYZ
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
When he was a first-year, Matt
Peredja T4 was part of a group of stu¬
dents who tried to fill the need for a
food delivery service on campus. Be¬
cause of the way the system was struc¬
tured, the service only lasted a couple of
weeks before it disintegrated.
“The idea was pure gold. Every¬
body loved it, and I got to see that since
I delivered some of the orders,” said
Peredja.
In the original system, students
could order food by phone, paid with
cash, and Peredja and his team would
deliver the food on foot. Peredja has
since updated these features in his new
service.
“I came up with this idea to create a
system that in theory would work using
Google forms,” said Peredja. He enlist¬
ed the help of his friend Jack Gonsalves
T4, and together they decided to give
it a shot. “So we came down here with
square card readers and laptops like,
‘Well, here it goes!”’ remembers Peredja.
The Den delivery service now
works using a mix of high-tech tools
like Google forms and square card read¬

ers, but also beautifully simple tools
like sharpies and bikes for delivery.
Students can like the Bobcat Den De¬
livery Facebook page, which has photos
of The Den menu and even the drinks
refrigerator, in case one can’t remem¬
ber what the choices are. The Facebook
page also has a link to the order form, a
simple Google form with spaces to fill
out name, location, phone number, and
order.
Once an order is placed, it shows
up on Peredja’s or Gonsalves’ laptop.
They then place the order in the Den,
pick it up, and deliver it to the student.
There is a small delivery fee depending
on the size of the order: $3.00 for orders
less than $8.00, $3.50 for orders $8.00$14.00, and $4.00 for orders $14.00$20.00.
“The whole idea and what makes
[the Den] let us do this is that we are
waiting in line and not overstepping
people that actually came in to get
food,” says Gonsalves. “They don’t want
us to be able to cut in line, so we have
to wait for every order.” The service also
requires that orders be less than $20.00,
so in the case of a larger order, the fee
will be greater.

i ’14 outside of the Boblonday, Wednesday and
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BEAM values political ideals over students The government shut¬
ALEX DAUGHERTY
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Recently, the Bates Energy Action
Movement (BEAM) initiated another
visible on-campus effort to get students
and the administration behind their
crusade of divestment from fossil fuels.
Divestment means a phased withdrawal
of Bates’ financial assets from fossil fuel
companies.
While their drop-to-the-ground
and pretend-to-play-dead protest was
not nearly as misguided as last year’s
candlelight vigil in front President
Spencer’s house, another recent effort
by BEAM caught my attention.
BEAM has created a petition urging
alumni to cease donations to Bates until
the Board of Trustees introduces a plan
to divest from fossil fuel companies. The
online petition is then sent to the Ad¬
vancement Office once it is signed.
This petition is an insane idea that
directly harms the educational goals and
affordability of Bates.
According to an article published
last spring in The Bates Student titled
“The Truth about Bates’ Endowment”,
18.2 percent of Bates’ operating budget
is drawn from the endowment and the
Bates Fund. These two sources of fund¬
ing are integral to providing financial
aid and keeping tuition costs down for
families that pay full price.
The Advancement Office works
year-round to increase the Bates Fund
as much as possible. Last year, B^tes suc¬
ceeded in reaching 50% alumni giving
participation to the Bates Fund.
However, BEAM is trying to re¬
verse the recent positive trends in giv¬
ing. The petition states that the endow¬
ment “should reflect the values which
the Bates education instilled in us all.”
I’m sorry, but how is taking a political

position at the expense of the college’s
ability to function an integral value of
Bates?
I know the majority of Bates’ stu¬
dent body and alumni identify as lib¬
eral, but the problem is that taking a
strong stand against fossil fuel invest¬
ment also means taking a stand against
another issue that liberals value: student
body diversity.
The Bates Fund and endowment
are crucial to funding financial aid and
scholarships for aspiring Batesies. Tu¬
ition for the 2013-14 academic year
is $58,950. That’s a number that most
working and middle class families sim¬
ply cannot afford. In order for Bates to
remain an attractive option for all highachieving students, the financial aid
budget cannot afford to be decreased or
even remain stagnant.
It is clear that Bates is not up to
the level of its peer institutions such as
Colby and Bowdoin when it comes to
financial aid and endowment resources.
Students, alumni, and the administra¬
tion should work to ensure that Bates
can stack up with the schools it com¬
petes with for applicants.
If the BEAM plan gains momen¬
tum, even a few hundred signatures,
students will be caught in the middle of
a political game.
It’s one thing for BEAM to pressure
the Board of Trustees to divest from fos¬
sil fuels. While I think divestment is a
poor option financially for Bates, at least
no one’s ability to access a Bates educa¬
tion is hurt from pressure and protests.
But it’s another thing if hundreds of
alumni, or even a few dozen highly sup¬
portive alumni, choose to stop giving to
Bates because there will be real impacts
on financial aid, student recruitment,
and campus projects.
Then there is also the issue of po¬

liticizing the giving process. Undoubt¬
edly, there are some alumni who do
not support fossil fuel divestment for a
variety of personal and financial reasons
and alienating alumni based on political
opinion is not a viable option for Bates.
If BEAM efforts are even mildly
successful in eliminating alumni giv¬
ing, then it puts Bates in a dammed if
you do, dammed if you don’t situation.
If Bates yields to pressure and divests,
there will be alumni, students, and par¬
ents who will be unhappy with the insti¬
tution prioritizing ideological goals over
financial stability. On the flip side, if
Bates does not divest it has to deal with
activist students and alumni choos¬
ing to viscerally display their unhap¬
piness with the college through public
outbursts like the candlelight vigil and
through their wallets.
Giving to Bates should be as apo¬
litical as possible. Parents and alumni
shouldn’t feel that their gift to Bates is
being used in a financially irresponsible
way.
I think it’s perfectly fine for alumni
to specify that they do not wish their
gift to be invested in fossil fuel compa¬
nies, or corporations that exploit work¬
ers such as Apple. However, alumni
shouldn’t be forced into giving their
money to an institution that is not do¬
ing everything in its power to spend
money wisely.
It appears that most alumni are wise
to BEAM’s political game. The slacktivist-style change.org petition has only
received 61 signatures and just 11 since
September 18th.
The vast majority of Batesies don’t
like being used as political pawns. It’s
time for BEAM to support initiatives
like a carbon-neutral campus or less
waste in Commons .instead of alienat¬
ing students and alumni alike.
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Negotiating realities of oppression
in Saudi Arabia
NATACHA DANON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

A few weeks ago Bates brought
Manal al-Sharif to campus, a Saudi
woman’s rights activist best known for
the 10-minute video she filmed of her¬
self driving and her subsequent arrest.
In 2009, Ms. al-Sharif came to the
United States. Isolated in a small New
England town without public trans¬
portation, she decided to apply for her
driver’s license. Having never driven
before, she signed up for driver’s-ed
classes where she found herself, a 30year old woman, amongst teenagers in
a cramped classroom.
Between her stay in the United
States and her return to Saudi Arabia,
she found herself hyperaware of her lack
of autonomy and mobility as a woman
in Saudi Arabia. Up to two-thirds of a
woman’s salary is spent on a driver - an
economic burden male coworkers do
not have to bear — and a fact that de¬
ters women with low to middle-income
occupations from working since the
remainder of their salaries is negligible.
However, as al-Sharif articulated, the
driving ban is only one of a series of

laws that restrict women’s freedom of
movement and place them under the
control of their male guardians (father,
husband, or, in some cases, son). Last
year, the Saudi government initiated a
program where anytime a Saudi woman
is traveling outside of the country, her
male guardian receives a text message
informing them that their wife, daugh¬
ter, or mother is leaving the country.
Women are treated as minors under
Saudi law and are required to ask the
permission of their male guardians for
everything from pursuing an education
to changing the color of their hair.
On June 17, 2010 al-Sharif released
a video of her driving that went viral
on YouTube and Twitter in Saudi Ara¬
bia and the rest of the world. It cost her
reputation and her job - and both her
and her efforts were publicly denigrat¬
ed. In an effort to undermine the grow¬
ing campaign for driving in the country,
a religious cleric recently published an
article citing that driving causes loss of
virginity and damages woman’s ovaries,
resulting in child health defects.
The conclusion of her discus¬
sion brought resounding applause and
standing ovations. Several people in
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jhe audience complimented her brave
efforts, including an Iranian man who
described similar circumstances for
women in Iran and the religion persecu¬
tion he faced as member of the Baha’i
faith. Another audience member,, an
American woman who had lived in Sau¬
di Arabia within the confines of a gated
expatriate community asked al-Sharif
what she thought about the recent laws
passed against domestic violence - and
asserted that these laws would not have
any real impact because these incidents
would go unreported by female victims
and law enforcement would be tenuous
at best.
However, the American woman’s
persistent questions and statements
possessed a strong sense of self-righ¬
teousness that overlooked the fact that
the U.S. shares many of the same crude
realities. Domestic violence is not exclu¬
sive to Saudi Arabia. As in Saudi Arabia,
incidences of rape and sexual assault
are dramatically underreported - an es¬
timated 84% of cases are not reported
to the police. In fact, sexism, sexual
assault, and rape are at the forefront
of the issues at Bates - just a week be-
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down takes a toll on
American public health
CURTIS RHEINGOLD
MANAGING FORUM EDITOR

The government shutdown has af¬
fected many facets of American life.
Millions of federal workers have been
furloughed with their paychecks de¬
layed; and in the case of the eight hun¬
dred thousand “non-essential” workers
may not even see any money at all.
Additionally, disability benefits may be
interrupted, Head Start programs for al¬
most a million low-income kids may be
stopped and veteran benefits may cease
if the shutdown lasts for more than two
weeks. However, perhaps the most dras¬
tic, and so far underreported, side effect
of the government shutdown is its effect
on American public health.
The wide-reaching impact of the
shutdown will affect many federal agen¬
cies and programs that are integral to
the health of all Americans. Perhaps
the largest such effect is on the Cen¬
ters for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC). As flu season begins, the under¬
staffed CDC will be unable to fully pro¬
vide their usual flu tracking, laboratory
testing and other outreach programs to
prevent the spread of the disease.
The CDC’s flu surveillance pro¬
gram tracks the severity and spread of
influenza throughout the United States.
If the flu affects a certain region particu¬
larly severely, the CDC can help local
healthcare providers combat its spread.
Although the flu may not seem like a
very dangerous disease, certain strains
can prove to be fatal - especially in
young children or the elderly. For exam¬
ple, the 2009 pandemic of H1N1 influ¬
enza - commonly known as swine flu had severe health effects throughout the
world, including the U.S. By the time
that the pandemic was officially over,
the CDC had reported on 57 million
U.S. illnesses, 257,000 hospitalizations
and 11,690 total deaths. If a similar
outbreak were to happen while the gov¬
ernment was shut down, the outcome
could be much more severe.
In fact, Americans are already see¬
ing the adverse effects of CDC’s nowunderstaffed food-inspection program.
On Tuesday, the CDC announced that
an outbreak of salmonella in chicken
had already affected 270 people in 18
states. The CDC has recalled some of
its furloughed workers, but the out¬
break may have been lessened or even
prevented if the CDC had been able to
properly track food-borne illnesses with
a full staff.
Another agency negatively affected
by the shutdown is the National Insti¬
tutes of Health. Around 75 percent of
the NIH’s employees have been fur¬

loughed by the shutdown. The NIH
operates a research hospital in Bethesda,
Maryland that admits difficult-to-treat
patients to try experimental treatments.
For every week that the shutdown con¬
tinues, hundreds of potential patients
will be turned away. In addition, the
NIH also provides funding for clinical
trials and biomedical research all over
the country. These critical research pro¬
grams are necessary to develop cures and
treatments for all types of diseases, from
cancer to malaria. But without funding,
there is very little research to be done.
The Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) will also see many of its health
maintenance roles come to an end. Ac¬
cording to a report from the U.S. De¬
partment of Health and Human Ser¬
vices:
“FDA will be unable to support the
majority of its food safety, nutrition,
and cosmetics activities. FDA will also
have to cease safety activities such as
routine establishment inspections, some
compliance and enforcement activities,
monitoring of imports, notification
programs (e.g., food contact substances,
infant formula), and the majority of the
laboratory research necessary to inform
public health decision-making.”
The same report also describes the
effects of the shutdown on the Assis¬
tance Secretary for Preparedness and
Response (ASPR), the official in charge
of coordinating responses for major
medical crises, natural disasters and
military attacks. The report continues:
“ASPR would be unable to fund
activities related to medical counter¬
measures against chemical, biological,
radiological, nuclear, and emerging
threats, the Hospital Preparedness Pro¬
gram, and fully staff the National Di¬
saster Medical System. Additionally,
the potential assistance to Colorado in
recovering from recent unprecedented
flooding and the preparation to respond
to H7N9 influenza or MERS incident
could be delayed.”
There is much more at stake behind
an extended government shutdown
than Obamacare or budgetary prob¬
lems. The American people may liter¬
ally be directly affected by it due to the
many reasons listed above. There does
not appear to be an end in sight for the
shutdown. Democrats are standing by
the Affordable Care Act, and the Re¬
publicans are refusing to make a deal
without concessions. However, if the
shutdown continues for an extended
period of time, Congress will be putting
the lives of Americans in unnecessary
danger.

Politics for the rest of us
ANNA BERENSON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Between the crisis in Syria and the
U.S. government’s first shutdown in
17 years, political topics have recently
been unavoidable in daily conversa¬
tion here at Bates, as seems to be the
case throughout the country. Anarchy
jokes fly through Commons, bioeth¬
ics students discuss the pros and cons
of Obamacare, and many of us ponder
what might possibly be the “right” way
to lead a country.
However, these discussions are too
often cut short by a common phrase:
“I don’t really know much about these
kinds of things, so I don’t have too much
to say.” Many of us feel that our limited
expertise on the workings of political
systems means that we aren’t allowed
to share our opinions on these current
events, especially in the presence of
politics majors or others whom we be¬
lieve to know more than we do. Maybe
we feel that these others will disregard
our ideas due to our lack of knowledge
about the nuances of our complex gov¬
ernment, or maybe we truly believe that
our thoughts on these subjects are not as
valid as theirs are.
No matter the exact cause of our
hesitation, the result is the same. As
these political conversations progress,
some voices are silenced while others
dominate, culminating in much more
exclusive discussions about specific po¬
litical details.
Of course, there is a place for these
types of discussions. Indeed, there are
many people whom we elect and pay to
talk about these issues in a very specific
way in order to keep the country run¬
ning; we call them politicians. Howev¬
er, this does not mean that the average

biomedical engineer, businessperson, or
politically uninvolved college student
should be discouraged from speaking
up about issues that concern us all. Nor
does it mean that every citizen should
aspire to develop an understanding
equal to that of a politician in order to
feel qualified to mention these issues.
Indeed, I believe that political con¬
versations involving individuals of vary¬
ing levels of governmental knowledge
are essential. Those of us who special¬
ize in mathematical reasoning, under¬
standing biological systems, or studying
foreign cultures can provide something
other than political expertise: multiple
perspectives.
We so often get bogged down by
focusing on the small details, but by
involving a variety of people in discus¬
sions, we can hope to step back from
the issue and consider the bigger pic¬
ture. Our different interests and areas of
study provide us with distinct ways of
considering the same situations. While
some of us may approach them with a
mathematical mindset, others are ex¬
perts at seeing past the politics to the
impact on human lives.
What is the net result of the events
in Syria from a humanitarian perspec¬
tive? Is a government shutdown logical,
if we simply consider the magnitude of
its effects? What does the Affordable
Care Act really mean, considering the
realities of certain diseases? Without the
filter of political detail, others are ca¬
pable of developing these questions as
centerpieces for discussion.
Allowing these musings to be heard
can have a number of benefits. Pri¬
marily, this helps to involve a variety
of voices in conversation, allowing for
See POLITICS, PAGE 3
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Seeing red: Cardiovascular disease awareness
This weekend as I was watching my
beloved Seattle Seahawks play the Colts,
all of the players, referees and fans were
sporting pink breast cancer awareness
gear. Across the NFL, teams are sup¬
porting the American Cancer Society
and working to raise awareness on the
importance of regular breast cancer
screenings for women, especially over
the age of 40.
While this is a very noble cause, and
certainly an attention-grabbing way to
support the fight against cancer, I would
like to note another woman killer that
gets a lot less media attention. I do not
mean to belittle the severity of breast
cancer in any way, but the reality is that
cardiovascular disease is the leading
killer of women in the United States.
“Women are seven to ten times more
likely to die from cardiovascular disease
than breast cancer,” said Psychology
Professor Su Langdon.
Cardiovascular disease, including
coronary artery disease, hypertension
and stroke, affects many men and wom¬
en every year in the United States and
is extremely preventable with lifestyle
changes. Coronary artery disease, more
commonly known as heart disease, is
the cause for one in every four deaths,
more than any other condition.
Women are more likely to die from
their first heart attack than men, espe¬
cially because women are less aware that
the disease can affect them so they don’t
know the warning signs. Symptoms for
women can actually be much less obvi¬
ous than those experienced by men and
include nausea, dizziness, tightening of

the jaw, shortness of breath, achiness,
and pressure in the chest.
While women are at a greater risk of
dying from their first heart attack, their
hormones seem to protect women from
getting heart attacks at younger ages.
Women are told early on and reminded
throughout their life, in part thanks
to the great job done by the American
Cancer Association, to screen for breast
cancer. Heart disease becomes more of
an issue with age and women aren’t used
to watching out for it.
Once a woman goes through meno¬
pause, her “good” cholesterol levels may
drop and her estrogen levels change,
putting her at higher risk for a heart
attack or heart disease. This is the time
when women need to be extra careful
about the lifestyle changes that can pre¬
vent a heart attack or other cardiovascu¬
lar diseases.
The silver lining to the rain cloud
of cardiovascular disease is that the risk
factors are mostly related to lifestyle,
meaning changes can be made to de¬
crease risk relatively effectively. “Genet¬
ics and your gender you can’t change,
but a lot of the risk factors you can
change,” said Langdon.
People who are at risk can do things
like change their diet, exercise more,
stop smoking and try to lower their
stress to easily reduce the risk of cardio¬
vascular disease. People who are aware
of the risk factors and symptoms are also
more likely to seek medical attention. If
someone misinterprets symptoms or is
unable to accept that they are having a
heart attack, they may often delay treat-

ment which is ultimately going to make
their condition a lot worse.
If more women, and men, were
aware of the severity of cardiovascular
disease and the ease with which some¬
one can reduce their risk, it would seem
that there could be fewer deaths at¬
tributed to this disease. Not to say that
breast cancer awareness doesn’t deserve
to be in the media, I just think that
there would be a lot to be gained from
also featuring cardiovascular disease.
The sneakiness of a heart attack
could be reduced if more people know
what the symptoms are. There is also
little knowledge of how common heart
attacks and cardiovascular disease is.
Emmy-nominated actress Elizabeth
Banks made a video on YouTube in
which she reflects the views of many
saying, “Do I look like someone who
would have a heart attack?”
Awareness of breast cancer has
brought funds for research and a cul¬
ture of screening; couldn’t awareness
of cardiovascular disease and ways to
prevent it save just as many if not more
lives? If the goal of the NFL is to help
save women’s lives, I would like to see
them wearing red cleats in addition to
their pink ones. In terms of saving lives,
heart health awareness gets a lot of bang
for your buck considering the lifestyle
changes that can so easily help prevent
cardiovascular disease. So while I love
seeing football players decked out in
pink gear, it is important to still think
about the other killers, like cardiovascu¬
lar disease, that go under the radar.
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How not to address drinking at Bates
MATT FURLOW
ASSISTANT FORUM EDITOR

Many of you may have noticed the
alcohol fact sheets placed in Commons
by the Dean of Student’s Office that
seeks to explain the alcohol culture at
Bates and essentially attempts to dis¬
courage copious amounts of drinking.
These fact sheets are derived from a sur¬
vey of 1,199 Bates students from May
2012. While the statistics on Bates’ stu¬
dent attitudes towards alcohol are likely
correct, one of these fact sheets stands
out as an example of how demonizing a
particular activity at Bates does little to
help the situation. In case you have not
read this particular “fact” sheet, here it
is below:

POLITICS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

more colorful discussions and sending
the message that each citizen’s opinion
is valid and important. The more that
everyone is encouraged participate, the
more individuals will feel inclined to
share what they have to say. This, in
turn, will allow more of us to feel more
comfortable becoming involved in po¬
litical issues about which they feel pas¬
sionate, or that affect us in some way.
In addition, this could also pro-

vide political experts with new ways to
consider issues that they had only ap¬
proached from a certain direction. By
making the opinions of others known,
we can provide the politicians of today
and tomorrow with a more wholesome
perspective of current and future issues,
a perspective that they can consider
when making decisions that are intend¬
ed to represent the best interest of the
rest of us.
Speak up. Your opinion is valid; not
only should it be shared, but it needs to
be shared.

Gun conversations
EVAN MOLINARI

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

“There are many instances where the
'Camp Bates’, 'Bates College-No Parents’
(which students use as the unofficial motto
of the College) and Short Term culture
negatively affect the intellectual climate of
the school or directly contradict intellectualism (i.e. Newman Day, another tradi¬
tion passed down from year to year). ”
“People should think/talk/engage
in drinking alcohol far more than they
should given the boundless opportunities
that we are all afforded at a prestigious
liberal arts college. ”

While these comments are from
students, the Dean of Students Office
(DoS) implicitly endorses these com¬
ments by deciding to post these for the
Bates community to see, rather than
comments with a different perspective.
Well, here’s a different perspective on
the issue.
First, the “fact” sheet points out
that drinking alcohol contradicts intellectualism, with intellectualism likely
defined by the Bates mission statement
as educating “the whole person through
creative and rigorous scholarship.” Most
drinking, especially binge drinking, oc¬
curs on weekend nights where there are
unlikely to be any academic lectures,
classes, and occasional studying. New¬
man Day may be an exception to this
rule, but considering it happens once
a year, and only a minute portion of
students actually attempt to complete
the challenge, it’s not really indicative
of campus drinking culture generally as
the “fact” sheet suggests.
Second, one of college’s purposes
is to let students explore the constant
trade-offs of college life without sub¬
stantial parental oversight, and also to
be able to recognize the consequences
of making irresponsible decisions. It
is not the college’s job to be a parent,
but rather to facilitate the transmission
of knowledge as well as create a climate
for students to grow as individuals. A
requirement of these goals is a high de¬
gree of autonomy for students, where
the byproduct is hopefully a lot of good
decisions, but also some bad decisions.
But even these bad decisions create an
opportunity to learn from your mis¬
takes. To be clear, this is not to say that
students who do not drink cannot make

fore Manal al-Sharif s lecture President
Clayton Spencer publicly addressed this
ongoing problem.
My intention is not to make a com¬
parison between the U.S. and Saudi
Arabia, but rather to warn against cre¬
ating a false dichotomy between ‘op¬
pressed’ and ‘not oppressed,’ a dichoto¬
my that not only threatens to overlook
the severity of gender issues in the U.S.,
but also contributes to a narrative that
separates W Americans from ‘them’ Saudis, or Arabs more generally. Vis¬
ceral responses of indignation, condem¬
nation, and pity - or as al-Sharif put it
“Thank God we live better lives than
them!” - can preclude us from connect¬
ing with women like her on an interper¬
sonal level. Instead of an individual, we
see a stereotype — we see an ‘oppressed’
woman without individual characteris¬
tics, who we feel pity for but are unable
to relate to.
This perception perpetuates a cen¬
turies-old Orientalist discourse that pits
an enlightened humane society of the
‘West’ (formerly France and Britain)
against an oppressive, backwards soci¬
ety of the ‘Orient’ — and serves to jus¬
tify and reinforce the former’s colonial
and military domination over the latter.
This Orientalist discourse was revived
by Samuel Huntington in the 90s in
his seminal book “The Clash of Civi¬
lizations” that asserted irreconcilable

cultural differences between ‘Islam’ (as
a monolithic category) and the ‘West’ and was employed by the Bush Admin¬
istration during the invasions of Iraq
and Afghanistan. In a public address
in 2001, First Lady Laura Bush pro¬
claimed that the war in Afghanistan was
“also a fight for the rights and dignity of
women” alongside sensationalist media
images of burqa-clad women and inci¬
dents of honor killings. This rhetoric of
women’s “liberation” enabled the U.S.
to assert a moral supremacy that justi¬
fied its political and military supremacy
in Iraq and Afghanistan.
The aim of writing this article is not
to discredit Manal al Sharif’s lecture everything she described was entirely
accurate and justifiably disconcerting.
Instead, my intention is to encourage
people to go beyond an understanding
of Saudi Arabia that is confined to the
subordinate status of women. Last year,
I traveled to Saudi Arabia with 15 other
Bates students and witnessed aspects
of Saudi society that do not meet the
criteria for news headlines - including
remarkable hospitality and generosity,
strong community and family values,
and influential individuals from all
age groups and sectors of society that
are working towards social change.
Without an expanded understanding,
we remain confined to a sensationalist
perception of Saudi Arabia - and the
Middle East more generally - that con¬
strains our ability to relate to others and
is used to justify neo-colonialist policies
in the region.

these decisions; rather drinking is one
example of a major trade-off students
face in college.
Third, the drinking culture at Bates
is inherently social; few stay in their
room all night and drink a bottle of Jim
Beam by themselves. Rather, drinking is
done with friends and involves games,
chatting and other forms of social activ¬
ity. Drinking is an opportunity to get to
meet and know other students through
the formation of collective experiences.
These experiences can include activi¬
ties that the college itself offers, like 80s
dance and Winter Carnival, which in¬
volves drinking as a frequently selected
option. Ultimately, these experiences
help shape a student’s time at Bates, just
like the “boundless other opportunities
that Bates has to offer”.
Fundamentally, we should recog¬
nize that students chart different paths
for themselves, and you shouldn’t feel
obligated to do everything, simply for
the sake of doing it. When it comes

down to it, one of the best things about
Bates is that there is a lot to do, and
when you need to choose between at¬
tending bingo night, playing Settlers
of Catan, or dressing up for that Cata¬
lina wine mixer, that is your choice and
yours alone.
I am glad that the DoS posted these
fact sheets because they present an op¬
portunity for a discussion about the
role of alcohol on campus. Students,
whether they drink or do not drink,
are responsible for engaging in this
discussion. Nonetheless, alcohol con¬
tributes to or causes many major and
tragic problems, ranging from sexual
assault, hospitalization, and criminal
misconduct. Working to mitigate these
problems and providing a multitude of
activities for students is what we need
to strive towards, rather than condemn¬
ing drinking as anti-intellectual and as
a negative influence of the climate at
Bates.

On Monday, September 16th, I
was disgusted after hearing the news of
the shooting at the Naval Sea Systems
Command headquarters in Washing¬
ton, D.C. I was disgusted not only with
the shooting itself, but with my own
lack of reaction. Instead of shock, my
first thought was “here we go again.”
Over the last few years I have become so
accustomed to the news of mass shoot¬
ings that I was almost numb to the fact
that twelve innocent people were killed.
We all know how this story goes.
After a day or two of shock and mourn¬
ing, politicians and pundits are back
to the intense debate over gun control.
A week after the shooting President
Obama gave a speech at the memorial
service for the Navy Yard victims, pro¬
claiming that we Americans are “going
to have to change.” He is right; we have
to do something to keep guns out of the
hands of dangerous people. But after
shootings at Virginia Tech, Aurora, Col¬
orado, Newtown, Connecticut, Clacka¬
mas, Oregon, and now Washington
D.C., we are no closer to controlling
(or even monitoring) who has access to
guns. Why?
Neither side in this ongoing na¬
tional debate truly understands the
other. The anti-gun control group uses
the Second Amendment to the Consti¬
tution as a basis for their vehement de¬
fense of gun ownership. They fear that
laws restricting certain types of weapons
and ammunition, and laws regulating
the gun purchasing process, will eventu¬
ally lead to a society where all guns are
illegal. On the other side of the debate,
gun control proponents are often mis¬
informed on the different types of guns
and how they actually work. They aim
to ban “assault weapons,” and occasion¬
ally question why any civilian would
want (or need) to own a gun.
Let’s get everyone on the same page.
Most gun control advocates, especially
if they have never used one before, do
not understand how much fun it is to
fire a gun. The feel, the sound, the flash,
and the speed at which the bullet gets
downrange combine to form an experi¬
ence that is hard to duplicate anywhere
else.
They also often do not understand
the difference between different types of
weapons. The shooter at the Washing¬
ton Navy Yard used a shotgun, a type
that is usually accepted as a ‘safer’ gun.
The sad truth is that criminals can kill
people with any type of gun. In this
age of mass shootings, the issue is not

if the gun will hurt a victim, but how
efficient it is at hurting many victims.
Certain restrictions on guns need to be
made, for a fully automatic weapon can
fire shots more rapidly than a semi-au¬
tomatic weapon, and a semi-automatic
more rapidly than a pump action or
bolt action weapon. Gun control ad¬
vocates can draw a much more specific
and educated line than ‘assault weapon’.
In turn, gun owners need to be
more receptive to the concerns of gun
control advocates; especially those who
have lost loved ones to senseless vio¬
lence. Some sort of compromise must
be made. The Supreme Court has ruled
on multiple occasions that the Second
Amendment gives people the right to
bear arms. However, with rights come
responsibilities. The First Amendment
gives you the right to free speech, but
you have a responsibility not to yell
fire in a crowded theater. The Fourth
Amendment gives people the right to
privacy, but police, firefighters, and
good Samaritans have a responsibility to
enter a house if they believe that some¬
one is seriously injured or in danger.
Likewise, the Second Amendment gives
people the right to own guns, but they
have a responsibility to give up certain
rights concerning guns if it can limit ci¬
vilian deaths.
There are a few simple things that
can be done that would not drasti¬
cally impact reasonable firearm ac¬
tivities. Magazines should have a 10
round (bullet) maximum capacity. If
you need more then 10 shots to hunt
deer, you probably shouldn’t be hunting
deer. Fully automatic weapons should
be banned. There is no legitimate rea¬
son for a civilian ever needing a steady
spray of bullets. The background check
process needs to be enhanced. In many
states someone can walk into a gun store
and walk out with a rifle in an hour. Re¬
sponsible gun owners should not mind
a more rigorous and lengthy screening
process if it makes society safer.
However, it is difficult to take these
simple measures. In light of the recall of
several pro-gun control state legislators
in Colorado, it is evident that progress
is not going to come from government
alone. As President Obama said last
weekend, “Change will come the only
way it ever has come, and that’s from
the American People.” Gun owners
need to ask themselves: is my right, is
my convenience, and is my entertain¬
ment as valuable as the lives of other
people? Gun control advocates need to
use a gun and learn why it is so hard to
let this right go. Perhaps we are not as
divided as we seem.
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Cat Djang ’13 and Ben Smith ’13 won
the King’s College Debate Tournament
in New York City. The team of Eric
Devaux T3 and Alex Daugherty T5
placed in second at the same tourna¬
ment.
Bates juniors Blackburn and Matt
Summers have also been successful
on APDA during their tenure in the
BQDC. The duo finished lTh in the
country as a partnership last year and
won the Providence College tourna¬
ment.
When asked about the most chal¬
lenging tournament the BQDC has
faced, both Stewart and Hovden agree
that the Council faces the most chal¬
lenges when competing at the interna¬
tional level.
“Competing internationally is dif¬
ficult because the students have to argue
across cultural boundaries and knowl¬
edge bases,” notes Hovden. “Students
have to learn about cultural differences
and how to make arguments that are ap¬
pealing to an international audience.”
Stewart mentioned the importance
of justifying one’s argument and sup¬
porting it in a way that uses examples
that can be understood all over the
world, not just by American debate
teams.
“I also mean that it’s not enough
to appeal to American intuitions on is¬
sues such as freedom of speech or the
separation of church and state, because
sensibilities on those sorts of value judg¬
ments vary internationally. Being forced
to make more complete arguments, in
this sense, makes you a better debater
and a more critical thinker,” said Stew¬
art.
Though these competitions are dif-

ficult, the Debate Council has certainly
been successful when competing at the
international level. Stewart and Virginia
Flatow T3 were semi-finalists at the
Trinity College (Dublin) Tournament,
along with the team of Vic Sliwa T4
and Kate Fetrow T3. Another Bates
team, John Goodman T5 and Jill Zook
’15, competed in the quarter-finals at
the Dublin tournament.
One of the Council’s greatest tri¬
umphs took place at the World Uni¬
versities Debating Championships.
This tournament took place in Berlin,
Germany and hosted the most elite de¬
bating teams in the world. Smith and
Djang reached the elimination rounds,
something a team of Bates debaters has
not accomplished since 1998.
This year, the World Universities
Debating Championships will take
place in Chennai, India at the end of
December. Two teams from Bates will
attend: Stewart and Blackburn will
make up one team, and Summers and
Wesson will be the other. Both teams
hope to make it to the elimination
rounds.
The Debate Council as a whole has
a number of goals for the upcoming
season. “Individual teams have different
goals. For novices, the goal is largely to
learn basic debate skills and work to¬
ward having some competitive success.
Mostly, individual debaters wish to do
better than they did the previous year,”
says Hovden.
Last year, the BQDC was ranked
11th on APDA, and with another team
of experienced leaders and determined
novices, the Brooks Quimby Debate
Council looks forward to another
strong year.

News j

Bias incident upsets campus ideology
of inclusion
Goundie.
The student intelligendy notified
Bates Security of this event right away,
and Dean Goundie explains, “Security
immediately called the LPD [Lewiston
Police Department] and officers came to
interview the student first-hand.”
The Deans Office is currently un¬
aware of what further action the LPD
is taking.
However, Dean Goundie notes,
“We felt it was important to get this
information out to the community,
both for safety reasons and because it
is important that the entire community
knows when a bias incident occurs.”
In addition, Bates administrators
are clearly taking action by encourag¬
ing students to approach Heather Lindkvist, who is the official Title IX repre¬
sentative on campus and acting director
of the Office of Equity and Diversity.
Officially, Title IX is the law that

LYDIA O’BRIEN
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

The Bates community learned of an
incident of racial and cultural prejudice
over the weekend, a prejudice that was
unfortunately cast on a Bates student.
On Friday, October 4th, a male
student was walking toward campus
from the Holland Street area, on Col¬
lege Street just a few blocks south of
Frye Street, a little past midnight on
Friday morning. In the email sent to
the Bates community over the week¬
end, Dean of Students Tedd Goundie
reports that the student heard two male
voices approaching him that were “us¬
ing racial slurs and ethnically degrading
language.”
The two individuals using such lan¬
guage threateningly started running to¬
ward the student, who most fortunately
“ran back to campus safely,” says Dean

institutes gender equity in education,
but its focus on inclusion and equality
calls attention to the concept of equal¬
ity as a whole, whether racial, ethnic, or
religious.
Any action or event that chal¬
lenges the idea of equality on campus is
therefore deeply upsetting and surpris¬
ing. Dean Goundie personally reflects,
“When I hear about such an incident,
a number of things come to mind: the
safety of our students, the climate for
students regarding making our com¬
munity inclusive, and gratitude that the
student had the good instincts to get
himself out of a potentially dangerous
situation.”
It is not news that Bates prides itself
on egalitarianism, inclusion, and wel¬
coming diversity of all types. It is news,
and surprising and disturbing news at
that, that challenges and threats to this
philosophy still occur today.
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Study Abroad Fair marks be¬
ginning of student journeys
MARY ANNE BODNAR
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

ARABIC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

program or department.
Rachel Coyne, a junior at Tufts, is
pursuing a minor in Arabic that has al¬
lowed her to study abroad in Amman,
Jordan this year.
“I love that as you learn the lan¬
guage you learn a lot about the culture,”
she says. “Many countries in the Middle
East are very relevant and prominent in
the world news today, and it’s important
for college students to be able to learn
more about the culture that comes with
learning the language.”
Danon similarly plans to use the
language while studying in Morocco
next semester, and she views Arabic as
an incredibly valuable tool to under¬
stand all levels of Middle Eastern and
North African societies. She notes, “It
is often only the educated upper and
middle class sectors of society that speak

Bates

English (or French), which limits the
scope of people you are able to engage
with.”
“In a Francophone country, being
able to interact with people in both lan¬
guages [French and Arabic] is a strength,”
Belkaid also stresses. “I can only advise
every student who plans to go abroad in
a North African country to learn some
Arabic.”
Thinking about long-term outcomes
from the Arabic lessons, Danon says, “I
hope that the number of students at¬
tending lessons and expressing interest in
Arabic will show the administration how
popular, and necessary, an Arabic depart¬
ment at Bates would be.”
Belkaid also wishes, “I hope I will
manage to give the students the will to
go on with Arabic,” which, she notes,
“is the mother tongue of more than 300
million people.”
With Arabic under dieir belts, Bates
students are getting one step closer to
understanding the cultures of those 300
million.

CAREER
DEVELOPMENT
CENTER

Last week, the Office of Off-Cam¬
pus Study hosted the annual Study
Abroad Fair. Over thirty study abroad
companies and programs were present
this year, and each organization was
looking to recruit the students who
would contribute to and grow from
their specific educational environments.
Representatives handed out bro¬
chures ranging from the size of one
folded sheet of paper to seventy-page
handbooks. While informative, this ex¬
perience can be overwhelming for stu¬
dents who do not yet have a clear idea of
what they want their abroad experiences
to be. Every opportunity can seem per¬
fect for anyone who hasn’t decided their
major(s) or minor(s) yet, and every pro¬
gram’s side excursions to surrounding
countries and tourist attractions makes
them all the more attractive.
Sophomore Teddy Rube comment¬
ed, “I think the Study Abroad Fair was
an overwhelming mess of people hawk¬
ing pamphlets to the passersby.”
This is only one extreme interpre¬
tation, and there are certainly other
students who had far more positive ex¬
periences. Carly Peruccio, also a sopho¬
more, said, “I really appreciated that the
Abroad Fair encouraged me to pursue
other options,” referring to how the
event brought her attention to a pro¬

gram in Morocco.
Bates encourages all of its students
to at least entertain the idea of studying
abroad. Sometimes, students don’t as¬
sociate themselves with an abroad expe¬
rience because they are unaware of the
wide range of experiences that are open
to them through various organizations.
Some students want to hike through the
largest urban forest in the world during
CIEE s program in Rio de Janeiro, while
others would prefer to immerse them¬
selves in Japanese culture and language
through Middlebury’s program in Ja¬
pan.
The Fair also provides the oppor¬
tunity for students to discover sum¬
mer programs and internship pro¬
grams abroad. The Sunbroad programs
(through Syracuse University) offer
such programs in thirteen countries all
over the world. Some of their programs
have set curricula; however, there are
programs in Italy and Spain that allow
students to create their own experience
by choosing from over fifteen courses
offered.
One program that hit closer to
home than others was the Bates Fall Se¬
mester Abroad (FSA) Program in Vien¬
na for 2014, which is very much on the
radar in the months leading up to the
application process. For theTirst month,
the Bates students will live in an Aus¬
trian student dorm, and in the second
month they will split up into individual
homestays with Austrian families.

The planned trip offers two cours¬
es in Central European History, to be
taught by Bates Faculty, and additional
intensive courses in German language,
which will be taught by host country
faculty. Professor Decker of the Bates
German Department will teach a course
entitled From Habsburg to Haider:
Austria in the 20th Century, while Pro¬
fessor Richter of. the Politics Depart¬
ment will teach Vienna, Budapest, and
Prague: Struggling with Modernity. The
courses will be in English, thus the trip
is open to students of all class years and
to those who have no prior experience
with the German Department.
For those interested in Bates FSA
in Vienna, there will be an information
session on Wednesday, October 9th at
7:00 P.M. in 215 Roger Williams Hall.
Each organization at the Study
Abroad Fair, while taking advantage
of the opportunity to recruit students,
was surprisingly not afraid to direct stu¬
dents to other organizations that would
fit their needs and interests. The rep¬
resentative from King’s College, upon
hearing about a double major in Math
and Dance, recited all the information
about the math program there but then
suggested two completely different or¬
ganizations with estimable dance pro¬
grams.
This noncompetitive, friendly at¬
mosphere was, in a way, very Bates.

This week the Bates College Student Government:

Walk-in Hours at BCDC:
Daily l:00-3:00pm

• Approved BEAM’s request of $2080 to go to the PowerShift conference

Career Fellow Walk-in Hours at Ladd Library:
Wednesday 7:00pm-9:00pm

• Approved Yoga Kula’s request of $291.93 for room dividers and flameless candles

Office of Intercultura! Exchange (OIE)
Monday 8:00pm-10:00pm

• Approved appointed candidates fo 11 committees

Please note the walk-ins take place only while classses are in session.

• Ratified the Field Hockey Club

53 Campus Avenue - 207-786-6232
bcdc@bates.edu - www.bates.edu/career
jobcat.bates.edu

• Ratified the Bates Law & Politics Club
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News & Feature
Bobcat Intern: Brent Talbot ‘14, the strategic trade consultant
bribing foreign officials.
HALEY KEEGAN
STAFF WRITER AND BLOG EDITOR

Each week, The Student will profile
a student who participated in a sum¬
mer internship. This weeks featured
student is Brent Talbott ’14, a Politics
major who spent the summer interning
at Larkin Trade International in Beijing,
China.
The Bates Student. What were the
basics of your internship?
Brent Talbott: Larkin is a strategic
trade consulting firm, and I was writing
reports and doing research on different
trade laws and looking at compliance
for the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act.
I also worked on translations sometimes
because I speak Chinese. I was with
Jared Krawitz T4, and we were there for
ten weeks.
TBS: And what exactly is the For¬
eign Corrupt Practices Act?
BT: It’s a piece of U.S. legislation
that basically makes sure anybody who
does a money transfer with the U.S. isn’t

them.
TBS: What was it like living in a
Communist country?
BT: Not as hard as you’d think it
would be. For how controlled every¬
thing is, there’s not that much control.
There are definitely a lot of rules, but
nobody is really enforcing them.

TBS: Flow did you find out about
this internship?
BT: Through the Bates Career De¬
velopment Center. I responded to an
email they sent out about asking for
people who were interested in intern¬
ships in Asia. I sent in my resume and
then didn’t hear anything for months.
Then I got an email from Larkin and
had no idea who they were, so I went to
the Career Development Center to ask
them about it.
TBS: Was it expensive to have an
internship abroad?
BT: I actually got a fellowship from
Bates that helped a lot in paying for
housing, planes, and other general ex¬
penses.
TBS: What was the fellowship?
BT: It used to be more of an official
fellowship, but now it’s more ad hoc.
I received the fellowship through the
Bates College Committee on Interna¬
tional Studies in Asia.

HALEY KEEGAN/THE BATES STUDENT

TBS: Why did you decide to do an
international internship in China?
BT: Well, I’m a Chinese minor and
because of the Ski Team I never had the
opportunity to study abroad during the
school year. Going abroad for the sum¬
mer seemed like a very cool opportunity
and the whole thing kind of just fell
into my lap.

TBS: Were a lot of Internet sites
blocked by the government?
BT: Yeah, there’s no Internet for
more sites [than in the U.S.]; Facebook
and Netflix were the big ones for me.
We set up something called a VPN (vir¬
tual private network) that gives the illu¬
sion you’re in a different place than you
are so you can get any website you could
in the United States. There are some
pretty good Chinese sites too, though.
Youku is their version of YouTube and it
has pretty much every song ever.
TBS: Do a lot of people in China
have VPNs?
BT: Well, almost all of the expats
do, and then Chinese people who work
for certain businesses do, but most of
the population doesn’t even know about

TBS: Did you travel around China
at all?
BT: We took a trip to the beach
once, but there’s so much to do in Bei¬
jing you really don’t need to leave the
city. They had skiing, water parks, mu¬
seums, temples, pretty much anything
you could want.
TBS: What was your least favorite
part of your internship?
BT: Definitely the hour-and-twenty-minute commute every morning. We
had to take three subways and a bus.
TBS: And what about your favorite
part?
BT: Probably just living in Beijing,
experiencing everything, and getting to
practice my Chinese.
TBS: Can you see yourself living in
China permanently?
BT: Not forever; the air would get
to me at some point. But while you’re
younger it’s definitely fun.

DELIVERY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fine-tuning the details has been a
long process for Peredja and Gonsalves
but, as Gonsalves says, “It’s working so
far.”
Peredja added, “We were pretty sure
people were going to like this. There is
no point in talking to all these people
and doing all this work if no one wants
to order. So we just tried to check it out
and see if people want delivery food and
people answered with a resounding ‘yes’,
they want it a lot.”
Peredja wishes to stress the invalu¬
able support they have received from
the administration, Dining Services,
the Den, and Keith Tannenbaum, all of
whom gave Peredja and Gonsalves guid¬
ance and help.
In the interest of longevity for the
service, the important aspects have been
the organized, systematic process as well
as keeping the customers happy. If an
order is messed up, the customer will
get something for free.
“We’re delivering happiness, so if
people aren’t happy we aren’t deliver¬
ing,” quips Peredja.
Even with winter approaching, the
delivery team is prepared with studded
tires for their mountain bikes. As long as
the Den is open, they will be delivering
happiness to the Bobcat community.
Kelly Mackenzie T4 praises the de¬
livery service for its organization com¬
bined with friendly service. “Not only
were they certain to attend to my specif¬
ic requests, they were prompt, my food
was hot, it was reasonably priced, and
I got to meet some really nice people.”
There is an ordering app on its
way, but for now any Sunday, Monday,
Wednesday, or Thursday students can
log into Facebook and go to the Bob¬
cat Den Delivery page for updates and
ordering instructions. The page also

Top left: Sam Warren ’16 (left) and Jordan Cargill ’16 bag up the
first order of the night. They are delivering a Bates Burger with
features the “Hungriest Bobcats of the
Week” in its cover photo, a prestigious
title that is attainable to different cus¬
tomers each week.
Admirably, Peredja is proud of
what he has accomplished regardless

of its popularity. “I just wanted to do
something. Maybe you screw up but at
least you did something,” says Peredja.
“We’re solving a basic need in a creative
and efficient way.”

bacon and a bag of popcorn to Pettengill Hall.
Above: Peredja and Gonsalves can’t wait to take your order!
Bottom left: The tools of the trade include a laptop, square card
readers, a stapler and a sharpie.
|
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Felix Xie ‘ 15 brings thrifty
finds to Bates

Matt Gee ‘16 cooks up a
feast at Blake Street Towers

MICHELLE PHAM
MANAGING ARTS & LEISURE EDITOR

MICHELLE PHAM
MANAGING ARTS & LEISURE EDITOR

Felix Xie ‘15 is a lifelong Mainer
from the small town of Skowhegan. Xie,
known for his graphic tee-shirts, bulky
cardigans and polished shoe collection,
is the epitome of a closet fashionista.
Following in the footsteps of his older
sister, Emily Xie of booksandliquor.
com, Xie is a talented artist and pos¬
sesses a gifted eye for the art of thrilling.
A vintage collection of floral Christian
Dior ties and drawers full of unique
sweaters are some of the many finds in
this fashionista’s closet.
On campus, this Batesie is involved
with intramural sports and AASIA,
amongst other engagements. Known for
shooting some stellar hoops, Xie is a fan
of the pick-up basketball scene where
he often found scrimmaging over his
past three years at Bates. In addition to
basketball, volleyball has been another
large commitment during his time at
Bates.
Full of quiet charisma, Xie is rock¬
ing the Maine fashion swag here at
Bates College. Here are some of his fa¬
vorite things.

When thinking about where we
place the elderly in the American con¬
text of family structures and living, there
is often an association to nursing homes
or elderly housing. Social psychology
tells us that ageism is alive and thriving
in contemporary times. Negative stereo¬
types about the elderly circulate: they
are more cranky, dependent, helpless,
and perpetually in pain. Elderly services
are often overlooked when considering
vulnerable, marginalized and forgot¬
ten groups. However, some of the food
bank’s most reliant populations are old¬
er women and men.
It is inevitable that we all grow old.
We spend our lives depositing money
into our pension plans and anticipating
the peace of retirement. However, when
our careers end - it is not the end of our
life span and development as people.
Often, the impacts of our elderly are
forgotten and their stories and wisdom
lost in translation by time.
Weekly, the Bates student com¬
munity receives emails from sopho¬
more Matthew Gee. His lively “BLAKE
STREET TOWERS: BRUNCH ON
SUNDAY” emails are delivered to every
student inbox without fail. On Sun¬
day morning at 10:30 a.m., when the
campus is starting to busde in prepara¬
tion for a hearty Sunday brunch, Gee
is already hard at work cooking brunch
at the Blake Street Towers. As Batesies sip ginger ale and orange juice in
Commons, Gee, accompanied by 4-6
students, cooks up a feast for 20 of the
elderly residents. On his menu are pan¬
cakes — residents have a choice between
pineapple, blueberry and banana fillers
— breakfast burritos, poached eggs, and
omelettes.
“Today, we made breakfast plates:
toast, scrambled eggs, sausage and pan¬
cakes,” said Gee.
A student volunteer fellow at the
Harward Center, Gee became involved
with Blake Street Towers during his
freshman year when he started vol¬
unteering every Sunday. Blake Street
Towers is a public housing facility for
residents who are elderly or the younger

BC: How would you describe
your fashion sense in two sentences?
FX: As far away from retail price as
possible, and subtly stylish. I don’t like
the idea of paying a great deal of money
for an item when I know it is sold for
much less somewhere else. I usually like
to keep a quite wardrobe so that no par¬
ticular item receives the attention, but
instead, the outfit as a whole.
BC: Where do you often shop?
FX: I’m from central Maine so my
shopping options are very limited, but I
like to shop at TJ Maxx, Goodwill, and
at Freeport outlet stores.

FX: I would have to say my sister,
Emily. She’s really into fashion; she
does a fashion blog called booksandli¬
quor, she buys and sells through Etsy,
and is always pressuring me into buy¬
ing clothes whenever we are together,
especially from thrift shops - she shops
exclusively at second-hand stores, and
she’s like a pro at it.

BC: Where is your outfit from
(accessories and shoes included)?
FX: Pants - Dockers, Shirt - Ralph
Lauren, Sweater - Goodwill, Belt — L.L.
Bean, Shoes — Hunter.

BC: What are some fall staples
you have in your closet?
FX: Knit sweaters for sure. They are
cozy, and put me in the fall mood!

BC: Who/what are your biggest
style influencers?

BC: What is your most favorite
purchase for the back-to-school sea¬
son?

FX: This would have to be my L.L.
Bean belt, which I basically wear every
day. It is a burgundy brownish color so
it matches all of my pants. Also, if it
ever breaks, I’m going to Freeport and
replacing it.
BC: Any thoughts on how your
style evolves over the semester... or
over your time here at Bates?
FX: The weather will get colder, and
I’ll put on more layers! It is hard to stay
stylish when you’re worried about frost¬
bite, but I try to dress nice throughout
the semester, and also with more layers
comes more options.

disabled. Located on College Street, less
than a mile away from the Bates cam¬
pus, the community shuttle often takes
students to these homes.
His involvement began with his
love for cooking and spending time
with the elderly.
“I enjoy serving other people food
and brightening their days. I was drawn
to the audience that Blake Street Towers
houses: the elderly and young, disabled
residents. I might have a soft spot for
elderly people because my grandparents
raised me while my parents worked.
They picked me up from school and
cooked me dinner every day. They now
live in independent elderly housing,”
shares Gee.
A Neuroscience major, Gee is curi¬
ous about questions on human nature
and behavior. At Blake Street Towers, he
consistently finds spunky people who
are a pleasure to spend time convers¬
ing with. One of his first memories was
receiving a hug from Bertha, a woman
who loved talking about her family.
“It was only my second time at
Blake Street Towers, and she hugged
me, saying that she hadn’t been able to
hug someone in a while so I could stand
in for her grandchild. It was so mean¬
ingful to me because I hadn’t been able
to give my grandmother a hug in a long
time,” said Gee.
In addition to volunteering his
time to good causes, Gee is an execu¬
tive member of AASIA and participates
in Helicase, fencing, and the Baha’i As¬
sociation. College is often construed as
a time of endless parties, but for this
sophomore, life is an embodiment of
his dedication to the community. On
Friday, he hosts a youth gathering at ju¬
nior Brett Emmons’ off-campus home.
Together, they bring together youth
from Bates and Lewiston to talk and
relax. On Saturday evenings, he often
does homework because most of his
Sunday morning is occupied by Blake
Street Towers.
On weekdays, Gee also hosts game
days or crafts for the residents on Thurs¬
day. Board games and Pokeno, the
equivalent of Bingo but using cards are
crowd favorites.
See BLAKE STREET, PAGE 8
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Consult the Cat
The Bates Student’s own version of the classic college advice column with Bob the Bobcat
the best perk - it’s only $1! Since when
can you go out to the movies for that
low price?! Definitely an opportunity
you should take advantage of!

I really enjoy the social scene here
at Bates, especially on the weekends. It’s
fun without being too wild like some
larger universities. But lately, I haven’t
wanted to go out as much as I used to.
Sometimes, I just want to watch a mov¬
ie in bed or do a casual low-key thing?
What are some alternative activities to
party life on the weekends?

Student Activities Trips: The Stu¬
dent Activities office does trips almost
every weekend to places around Maine.
Just this past Friday, Batesies went on a
bus to Old Port in Portland for First Fri¬
day where all the art galleries and shops
were open. You could go out to dinner
or the pubs, and walk around the beau¬
tiful city at night! Also, there are trips
to Sunday River and Sugarloaf when the
weather gets colder, along with Freeport
shopping trips and even a day in Bos¬
ton!

Sincerely,
Part-time Partier

Dear Part-time Partier,
I completely understand - going
out every weekend can take a lot out of
you. It’s fun to just hang causally with
friends sometimes. Here are some ac¬
tivities that I enjoy doing when I don’t
feel like drinking any “milk” on the
weekends:
Film Board: Every week, the Bates
Film Board shows a recent movie in
Olin 104. There is always an afternoon
and evening showing and it’s a great way
to have a casual night in but still get out
of your room. They also show great
movies just out of the theaters such as
Despicable Me 2 and Man of Steel. And

L-A: We can’t forget about Lewis¬
ton-Auburn! Take your friends out to
dinner and see a movie! Some of my
favorite restaurants are Sea 40, Mother
India, and DaVinci’s! And the the¬
aters here are pretty reasonably priced!
Or go on a late night shopping trip to
TJ Maxx, because let’s face it, you can
never have too many cute shoes! Bates
does a weekend shuttle to locations in
L-A if you don’t have a car - the bus
stop is right in front of Chase Hall. But
keep your eyes and ears open for some
really unique activities happening in
L-A! Just this past summer, there was a

1920’s themed Speak Easy party in one
of the old mills! Also, the Public Theater
puts on some pretty incredible shows
throughout the year. From October 1827, they are presenting Love/Sick, an
“unromantic comedy”!
But just remember, there is no
shame in cuddling with some friends
in your pajamas and watching a chick
flick or two on the weekends. Because,
let’s face it, sometimes we all need a chill
night in with popcorn and good com-

Pick your party,

This is more of a general question
than one of advice... but do you think
that the community is inclusive enough
of the minorities on campus? How can
we increase their presence?

Sincerely,
Minority-Muller

Dear Minority-Muller,
Great question! I think we have a
range of minority groups on campus!
I’m constantly getting announce emails
about various minority clubs and activi¬
ties at Bates. However, I feel that many
non-minority students are interested
in what the group has to offer besides
weekly meetings. Both sides should be
engaged, allowing both minority and
non-minority students to understand
all the unique cultural backgrounds
present on the Bates campus!
For example, this past Saturday, the
Latinos Unidos Club wrote interesting
facts about Latin American countries
around the Quad. I saw numerous
Batesies stop and read all the informa¬
tive and colorful chalk facts. This was
a low-key way for the group to increase
their presence on campus and to gain
knowledge of background of Batesies
that may go unnoticed!
Also, Sankofa puts on an incredible
show on MLK Day that is always a big
hit. So big that they have to screen it
in a classroom in Pettigrew for overflow!
Last year, the show focused on sexual¬
ity through dance, spoken words, short
skits, and vocal performances! It was an
incredible experience that many Bates¬

ies definitely appreciated. It was enter¬
taining but also informative! Sangai Asia
does a similar event every year, where
students can experience the Asian and
Asian-American cultures through dance
and music. The Bollywood Dance Club
piece is always a showstopper!
The International Dinner and the
International Fair that usually happens
during Parents Weekend is also a fan¬
tastic platform to express international
diversity.
And let’s not forget about Coming
Out Week, happening this week. The
event is filled with talks and a lunch for
all students this upcoming Friday.
I think by doing fun and informa¬
tive activities, all students can become
engaged in the variety of cultures pres¬
ent around campus and building a com¬
munity feeling between all members of
the Bates community.
Mull over that!
Lots of love,

To “Consult the Cat”, please send questions to batesstudent.consultthecat@yahoo.com.
Submit whatever you like!

BLAKE
STREET
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“One thing you should keep in
mind is that it really lifts up their spirits
when they need it. It’s a light commit¬
ment that Bates students can make. If
you’re interested in volunteering, come
whenever you want to, whenever you
can, and we will always be happy to
have you. It feels good every time you
come home from Blake Street Towers,
but you don’t know that until you go,”
said Gee.
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Review of Moby’s new
album Innocents

'■mm

TRISTAN BROSSY DE DIOS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

With the release of his new album
Innocents, electronic artist Moby con¬
tinues his legacy of modern techno,
shifting away from the carefree world
that characterizes much of mainstream
electronic dance music (EDM) and of¬
fering a more serious stance, albeit a cli¬
che one, on our realities.
On Innocents, Moby has left be¬
hind much of what people tradition¬
ally describe as techno, opting instead
to employ lots of acoustic guitar and
orchestral backing to augment a much
diminished synthesizer. While much
of it isn’t recognizable as techno at all,
Moby and the album’s six collaborators
pool together their skills, ranging from
soul and gospel to baritone blues sing¬
ing, and execute an album that, like
Daft Punk’s Random Access Memories,
pushed the limits of what can be de¬
fined as EDM, though in a completely
different way.
“Everything That Rises,” the first
track on the album, sets the tone for the
rest with its heavy beats and overall mel¬
ancholy notes. The song is instrumen¬
tal, leaving listeners contemplating the
purpose of such repetitive, mood-killing
music. Fortunately though, immediate¬
ly after each instrumental track comes
a barrage of lyrical, faster paced songs.
The angelic voice of Damien Jurado
flows in as the album progresses to the
third track, “Almost Home,” a song of
homecoming from a sort of odyssey.
Listening to “Almost Home,” one might
almost want to rock side to side singing
“Kumbaya,” just by how brotherly the
music sounds. “It’s very peaceful and
the song soothes the soul, I feel,” said
first-year Kevin Tejada. It is this effect
that Moby and his collaborators can
have on people that makes this album in
particular so unique, that he can at one
moment make someone feel incredibly
somber but suddenly thrust him or her
into a more relaxed meditation.
But after “Almost Home” is the
slow-paced, mellow “Going Wrong.”
Lacking any lyrics at all and following
a rather repetitive pattern of piano and
symphonic music with a simple drum
beating in the background, we can only
assume by the title of the song what ex¬
actly Moby tries to express. Once again,
his genius shows: the only way to inter¬
pret this song is for one to listen to it
and let all the memories of everything
that has ever gone wrong or is currently
“going wrong” in the present flow out.
Luckily Moby rescues the listener
again, this time with “The Perfect Life,”

r

a track that sounds like it should have
been a feel-good, song-of-the-summer
radio hit, except it’s now October and
nobody cares anymore. However, just
because it will not get much radio play
does not detract from how great and
universal the song can be. “I think I like
it. I don’t really understand it. But I
like it,” said first-year Hanna Chipman.
Tragic and uplifting at the same time, its
duality paints a picture of genuinely real
Americans everywhere while its catchi¬
ness makes it a tool to spread a bigger
message, much like Foster the People’s
“Pumped Up Kicks.”
Much of the rest of the album, from
“The Last Day” to “Don’t Love Me” and
“The Lonely Night,” adds even more
variety to the already diverse range of
saddening, melancholy songs, but the
album’s final track, “The Dogs,” brings
everything to a head in a masterful con¬
clusion. Though the song’s lyrics, “This
is how, how we cried, like the dogs left
outside,” are rather cliche, they can be
forgiven, as the whole track not only
retains such an enchanting beat, but
it also expresses very real emotions ev¬
eryone has at some time felt, more so
than in all the previous tracks, including
“The Perfect Life.”
It is through songs like “The Dogs”
that we see Moby’s greatest ability: he
never acts like a storyteller; he acts as a
medium for listeners to develop their
own thoughts and meditate through
his vastly instrumental music, putting
the listener and his personal experiences
first.
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Trenches for the season
MICHELLE PHAM
MANAGING ARTS & LEISURE EDITOR

As the skies lose light earlier and a
perpetual haze of grey settles in, trench
coats are the perfect addition to any fall
and winter wardrobe. These versatile
pieces can easily dress any old pair of
jeans up and if you are in a hurry for
an appointment, pull on some leather
riding boots and throw over a refined
trench coat, and you will look sophis¬
ticated and prepared for wherever your
destination takes you. Not only do these
pieces keep your thighs dry and warm,
but they create a sharply defined sil¬
houette that is flattering for all figures.
Complement the coat with a heavy
wool or cashmere scarf and the elements
of nature will be hard-pressed to break
through the barriers of clothing.

bebe.com

yesstyie.com

The Fur Collar Lace Trench - Bebe

Here are some of our favorite picks
for the season:

Who said that lace and weather
don’t meld together? This lace-embellished trench allows you to channel
glam while remaining insulated. Featur¬
ing a faux fur collar and a tie belt, this
coat would be well-paired with a pair of
beige khaki cigarette pants.

The Etta Coat - Kate Spade
This hot pink jacket will have you
spotted from all the way across the
quad. This wool coat features a wide
funnel collar that gathers to an adorable
faux bow. Not only can it be worn this
autumn, but due to its bright color, re¬
use this coat in the early spring when
the flowers start blooming again.

Styleonme Trench Coat with Sash Yeststyle.com

This navy blue trench coat features
a very unique cut. With a flirty bow sash
buckle and elaborate gold buttons, this
coat is sure to add a dash of elegance
to any fall ensemble. Pair with brown
boots for a bold effect.
Edouard Trench Coat - Steven Alan
This camel-toned trench coat is clas¬
sically tailored with a lightweight woolblend. The coat has a slightly oversized
collar that adds to its relaxed silhouette.

Fall-tastic iced pumpkin cookies
nilla to butter mixture, and beat until
ASHLEY BRYANT

creamy. Mix in dry ingredients

ASSISTANT ARTS & LEISURE EDITOR

Drop on cookie sheet by table¬
Cookies:

spoonfuls; flatten slightly.

2 1/2 cups all-purpose flour

Bake for 15 to 20 minutes in the

1 teaspoon baking powder

preheated oven. Cool cookies, then

1 teaspoon baking soda

drizzle glaze with fork.
To Make Glaze: Combine con¬

2 teaspoons ground cinnamon

fectioners’ sugar, milk, 1 tablespoon

112 teaspoon ground nutmeg

melted butter, and 1 teaspoon vanilla.

1/2 teaspoon ground cloves

Add milk as needed, to achieve drizzling

1/2 teaspoon salt

consistency.

1/2 cup butter, softened
Prep: 20 mins
Cook: 20 mins
Ready In: 1 hr 20 mins

11/2 cups white sugar
1 cup canned pumpkin puree
1

egg
Directions:

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175

Original Recipe yields 3 dozen
cookies!
Enjoy and have a ‘fall’-tastic fall!

degrees C).
Icing:

Combine flour, baking powder,

2 cups confectioners’ sugar

baking

3 tablespoons milk

ground cloves, and salt; set aside.

1 tablespoon melted butter

soda,

cinnamon,

nutmeg,

In a medium bowl, cream together
the 1/2 cup of butter and white sugar.

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

Add pumpkin, egg, and 1 teaspoon va¬

PAUSE
9 pm, Peter
Gomes Chapel

VCS presents
Humming House
@ 9 pm, Benjamin
Mays Center

Pacific Rim
Bates Filmboard
@7:30 pm,

Pacific Rim Bates
Filmboard @ 2
pm & 7:30 pm,
Olin 105

Pacific Rim
Bates Filmboard
@ 2 pm & 4:30
pm, Olin 105

Memories of the
Present Past Film
Series: Fat, Bald,
Short Man @ 3
pm, Olin 104

Memories of
the Present Past
Film Series: The
Finger @ 3 pm,

Olin 105

.wing <g> 6
pm, Olin 259
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Memories of the
Present Past: The
InxnsibleEye @
7pm, Olin 104

Comedian Gina
Brillon @ 9pm
Benjamin Mays
Center

Otis Lec¬
ture: Desert
HAVE A FAN¬
America: Poli¬
TASTIC
BREAK!
tics and Con¬
templation
on the Mythic
American Land¬ See you back on
scape @ 7:30
the 20th!
pm, Olin Con¬
cert Hall

Olin 104

Memories of
the Present Past
Film Series: The
Prize @ 7pm, Olin
104

Memories of
the Present Past
Film Series: A
Useful Life @ 7
pm, Olin 104

Language Arts
Live: Poet Peter
Gizzi @ 6:30
pm, Muskie
Archives
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Sports
Women’s Field Hockey

Field hockey wins at USM
and Conn College
ALYSSA MORGOSH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The Bates Field Hockey team began
a two-game winning streak with victo¬
ries at the University of Southern Maine
on Thursday and Connecticut College
on Saturday, improving their overall re¬
cord to 3-7 and 1-6 in the NESCAC.
On Thursday afternoon on Hannaford Field in Gorham, Maine, Bates’
junior forward Caroline Falcone found
the back of the net in the 26th minute
off a pass from sophomore Alex Eliopoulos, breaking the Bobcat’s streak of
five scoreless games and giving them
the 1 -0 lead they held through the end
of the first half. Reflecting on how her
score boosted the team’s momentum,
Falcone stated, “We had been getting a
lot of scoring opportunities, so it was a
relief to finally get a goal. From that goal
on we just continued fighting and being
scrappy with an added confidence.”
The ‘Cats carried this confidence
into the second half when in the 51st
minute senior Polly Merck took ad¬
vantage of the opponent’s called defen¬
sive breach by putting away a penalty
stroke. This conversion gave Bates a
2-0 advantage, and ended up being the
game-winning goal. Southern Maine

responded three minutes later with a
score that put the Huskies within one,
but sophomore goalkeeper Christina
Vega would not allow the ball to cross
her line again, earning the win in her
first start of the season, with six saves
on the day.
Bates continued to be an offensive
threat as the team recorded three shots
on goal in a three-minute span. Caro¬
line Falcone made the victory a decisive
one, scoring with her second goal of the
day and seventh of the season.
The Bobcats carried their success
on the road into the weekend, earning
their first NESCAC conference win at
Connecticut College on Saturday. The
Camels opened the scoring with just
under four minutes remaining in the
opening half on a tip-in at the top of
the circle. Senior midfielder Bridget
Meedzen wasted no time responding
to the deficit, scoring two-minutes later
on a broken play off of a penalty cor¬
ner, providing the equalizer going into
halftime. Meedzan’s goal was Bates’ first
league goal of the season, breaking a
long scoring drought.
Senior captain Sarah Warden capi¬
talized on the momentum Meedzen
gave the ‘Cats in the final two minutes
of the first half, scoring in the first five
minutes of the second stanza on a hit

from the top of the circle, assisted by ju¬
nior Jill Conway. This proved to be the
game-winner, as there were no more de¬
fensive let-downs by either team for the
final thirty minutes of the match. Se¬
nior goalkeeper Becca Otley recorded
her second win, saving nine of ten shots
on goal.
Falcone attributed the victory to
a joint-effort. “On Saturday, our team
clicked well as a unit. We have been
working hard to be a passing option to
our teammates when they have the ball
and supporting each other throughout
the field and we did that well vs. Conn.”
The Bobcats look to continue to im¬
prove their record as they balance their
two game road trip with two upcom¬
ing home matches. “This two-game
winning streak is affirmation that our
season is not over. We have upcoming
games that we can win if we continue
working hard and staying focused. We
are confident and excited about the rest
of the season,” offered Falcone.
They will take on the Babson Col¬
lege Beavers, currently on a five-game
winning streak, on Sunday, October
13th at 1:00p.m. on Morgan McDuffie
Field. The game is part of Bates’ new
signature ‘Garnet Games,’ where fans
in attendance can receive a free t-shirt,
bandana, and stickers.

Bates Allies Rally IV: Friday, Oct. 11
Ally.wristbands go to the first 1,000 who sign
the Bates Ally Pledge in Commons from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m.

l53

I pledge to help lead the Bates community to
respecting and welcoming all persons,
regardless of theirperceived or actual sexual
onentation, gender identity or gender
expression. Beginning right now, I will do my
part to promote the best of Bates College by
making all persons feel respected and
valued.

Women’s Soccer

Womens soccer concedes
late to Camels

A.J. DeBENEDICTIS
STAFF WRITER

Bates women’s soccer ended up on
the wrong end of an instant classic this
Saturday. The Lady Bobcats took a ride
down south to NESCAC rival Con¬
necticut College in a heated battle that
resulted in a 2-1 loss to the Camels.
Sophomore Leah Humes started of the
match with her second goal in as many
games as she has been putting on a laser
show recently. “The thing about it is,
with great power comes great responsi¬
bility,” Humes said. The goal came off
of a beautiful cross from classmate Caitrin “clobber” Griffin and Humes put
her head to use as she directed the touch
pass just past the uninspired Camel
goalie. Bates was off to a fast start and
they played with passion.
Key defensive stops by seniors Ju¬
lia Rafferty and goalie Anabel Schmelz
staved off the Camels counter attacks
for the first half. However as the time
began to run out the Camels sneaked
one by Schmelz in the 40'1’ minute. Af¬
ter an extremely questionable call the

!

Camels received a free kick just outside
of the box, as the ball majestically flew
through the air, the Camels’ forward
snuck through the defense and just
tapped in for a goal. Bates came out the
second half in a chaotic flurry as they
destroyed everything in their path. Balls
were being blasted off the Camels goal¬
keeper as she practically stood on her
head to keep the game stuck at a dead¬
lock 1-1. However, as fatigue started to
settle in, the Bobcats let in the game¬
winning goal with 24 secodns left on
a header from just in front of the box,
putting the Camels up 2-1.
This minor setback puts the Lady
bobcats at 2-6-1 on the season and 1-51 in NESCAC play. However, “the night
is always darkest right before the dawn”
junior midfielder Nikki Brill said. “We
play to win the game, we knew who
they were and we let them off the hook,
tomorrow is another day and we will be
prepared for UNE.”
The Lady bobcats take on the Uni¬
versity of New England this Thursday
as they try to right the ship against an
equally tough opponent.
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How we can fix Baseball
Hall of Fame voting
NOAH LEVICK
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
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The one thing everyone can agree
upon about Baseball Hall of Fame vot¬
ing is that they agree on nothing. But I
have a proposal that I think most of us
can accept: We should value how we re¬
member a player over his Hall of Fame
status. The current voting systems are
obviously flawed. It chafes many fans
that media members have the authority
to determine a player’s worth. Especially
given the voters’ and fans’ conflicting
opinions on performance-enhancing
drug use, it’s clear that there’s no viable
solution to give the voting process the
credibility it currently lacks.
The overarching purpose of a Hall
of Fame is to represent the history and
evolution of its respective sport, and I
think most professional Halls do an
excellent job. Regardless of their com¬
memorations to specific players, Hall
of Fames are landmarks, with novelties
from ancient eras and intangibly valu¬
able pieces of their sport’s past. When¬
ever I think of my visit to quaint little
Cooperstown, I’m always struck by my
constant sense of awe and nostalgia, the
tiny old leather gloves and the oddities
of baseballs from the longest game ever
or the bat from the infamous Pine Tar
Game. The place was filled with sto¬
ries, and even if some were more folk
tale than fact, their power was undeni¬
able. I know that many kids, even those
who weren’t nearly as obsessed with
baseball as me, had similar reactions
after visiting the supposed birthplace of
the sport. Hall of Fames are ultimately
more about an intangible enduring in¬
fluence than a single weekend each year
that inevitably is damaged by controver¬
sies over snubbed players.
I don’t believe that lessening the
value we place on a player’s Hall of
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Fame status will diminish their statistics
or accomplishments. Stats are always
going to be an integral part of base¬
ball, as they give fans a uniform way to
measure a player’s worth and how they
stack up against historical greats. Still,
I’ll remember my favorite player Chase
Utley’s heart and hustle over any num¬
bers. I’ll cherish the memories of his
clutch walk off single to beat the hated
Mets on a sweaty, marathon August af¬
ternoon of baseball in 2007 (along with
the obscure knowledge that utility man
Tadahito Iguchi slid into home with a
wide, relieved, triumphant smile). And
I’ll remember all the times that Harry
Kalas said, “Chase Utley, you are the
man!” proud to witness the successes of
a man who played the game the right
way Around 2009, it was conceivable
that the Phillies’ core of Ryan Howard,
Utley, Cole Hamels, and Jimmy Rollins
could all compile numbers that would
warrant consideration for the Hall of
Fame. By most accounts, their chances
are now pretty bleak. The fact that I
probably won’t be able to see their busts
in Cooperstown won’t alter my percep¬
tion of them as talented, clutch, hus¬
tling players who made it fun to watch
my favorite team.
Sports are a subjective experience- I
know many Philadelphians might rue
Ryan Howard as a slugger who never
figured out how to stop striking out so
much and consistently hit for average,
or might recall Rollins as an arrogant,
inconsistent athlete. These fans have
the same right that I do to remember
a player as they’d like to without hav¬
ing their perception tarnished by his
Hall of Fame status. Even though it’s
impractical that the actual voting sys¬
tem will change soon, I think it would
be in every fan’s best interests to value
the colorful, unique way they personally
remember players over a Hall’s relatively
unimportant determination.
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Women’s Golf

Men’s Soccer

Men's SC
weekeni

Womens golf team
finishes out season at

KYLE OLEHNIK
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

It was the weekend the men’s soccer
team had not hoped for. After having
some success a week earlier while com¬
peting with some of the best teams in
the NESCAC, the ‘Cats looked to build
on this with two more matches, one at
Connecticut College and the other at
home against Bowdoin. Bates dropped
the game to Conn 2-0, then lost 4-1 to
Bowdoin in a dissapointing weekend
set.
Traveling to New London, the Bob¬
cats found themselves down early to the
Camels. Letting the midfielders and
forwards run freely, Conn College was
on the run for the majority of the first
half. Eventually, with the help of a hic¬
cup in defending a set piece on a corner
kick, the Camels found the back of the
net in the 29lh minute as their forward
converted a redirection past sophomore
goalkeeper Joe Maffiy-Kipp.
Just four minutes after that, in the
33rd minute, Conn College scored their
second goal. This time the Bobcats con¬
ceded a penalty kick after Maffly-Kipp
picked up a yellow card on the play. The
foul by the goalkeeper embodied the
overall physicality of the game exhibited
by both teams. The Bobcats received
five yellow cards to go along with 18
fouls, while the hosts accounted for four
yellow cards and 14 fouls.
Though the ‘Cats had a tough first
half, they played much better in the sec¬
ond half. Head coach Stewart Flaherty
noted, “We responded and played well
in second half.” He added, “Nick Ford
did a great job coming off the bench to

Williams Invitational
EZRA WOLFINGER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Tyler Schleich 15. COURTNEY DOYLE/THE BATES STUDENT

spark the attack.”
Senior forward Tyler Grees paced
the Bobcat attack with three shots while
fellow teammate Ford accounted for two
shots. Bates had a total of eight shots on
the day to the Camels’ 14. Sophomore
goalie Joe Maffly-Kipp had a nice day in
net, recording six saves.
The Bobcats had no time to look
back on this loss, however, because they
had a quick turnaround to face fellow
NESCAC rival Bowdoin the next day.
The game, which was a rescheduled af¬
fair due to inclement weather, was origi¬
nally intended to be played on 9/11.
As for the actual play, the Polar
Bears accounted for two first half goals,
one in the 18th minute, the other in the
44th. Bowdoin struck first in the second
half before freshman Peabo Knoth was
able to end the scoreless drought for the
Bobcats. Knoth converted on a bizarre
goal, as he crossed the ball, which took

a strangely long flightpath to find the
back of the Bowdoin net. Eight minutes
after that, the Polar Bears scored the last
goal of the game in the 8T‘ minute to
make it 4-1.
The Bobcats only tallied three shots
on the day, compared to Bowdoin’s 25.
Goalie Joe Maffly-Kipp had seven stops
while sophomore Sam Predham led the
attack with two shots. Though the Bob¬
cats aren’t getting the results they want,
they are putting up good fights against
solid opponents.
“To shut doww these two teams
speaks to our team’s discipline and de¬
fensive ability,” noted Flaherty. “Going
in this weekend BennetRank [a D3
RPI-type website] had us ranked 18 of
410 Division 3 teams defensively,” he
added.
Bates has a big game at home
Wednesday night at 8pm against Thom¬
as College on Garcelon Field.

Bates women’s golf finished 13th
out of 15 teams this past weekend at
the Williams Invitational, with the
tournament being held at the Taconic
Golf Course. The two-day event saw
the home team emerge victorious, with
Williams finishing strong a total of 629
points. Unfortunately, because the Bob¬
cats did not qualify for the NESCAC
tournament, this weekend was their last
match of the season.
Middlebury came in second with
a final tally of 639, followed closely
by Ithaca College (643) and Amherst
(644).
As in its previous two competi¬
tions, Bates was led by the decisive
play of first-year Emily Plotnikov. The
first-year finished with a total of 184
strokes, good enough for 49th overall
in the tournament. Tied for second for
the Bobcats were sophomore Elizabeth
LaVerghetta and senior Jordan Banez,
who each came in with the same re¬
spectable score of 204. First-year Sarah
Centanni was next for Bates (216), fol¬
lowed relatively closely by sophomore
Jessica Plotnikov (233).
When asked about the conditions
of the course, Banez said, “I love the
Williams golf course, it’s so beauti¬
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ful and really fun to play. I have been
looking forward to playing Taconic all
season. The weather was good on Sat¬
urday, but Sunday it was rainy and wet.
The weather Sunday really affected the
course, as the rough was impossible to
get out of and the greens were excep¬
tionally slow.”
Overall, Bates finished with a total
of 807, which placed them well ahead
of Westfield State and Union College.
The overall winner of the tournament
was Amherst’s Jamie Gracie, who posted
a mind-boggling 73 strokes on the first
day and 77 on the next, for a total of
150.
“On Sunday, our team score was
the best it’s been this year, which was
pretty exciting for us,” noted Banez, “It
was a great way to end the season and
gives the team a goal to beat next year.”
Although not the greatest show¬
ing, the tournament at Williams did
show Bates improving slightly from
previous weeks. Overall, this season has
been a fairly disappointing campaign,
and the Bobcats certainly know they
can do better. However, with a little
hard work in practice and just a pinch
of luck, the women’s golf team should
fare much better next year, as only two
members will graduate and the team’s
top scorers will be mostly sophomores
and juniors.

iscogginBank
a Firland Company

TICKETS $12
Present your Bates College Student ID
at the Androscoggin Bank Colisee
box office to receive this offer.
This offer is good for all 2013-14
Portland Pirates games played at the
Androscoggin Bank Colisee.

www.PORTLANDPIRATES.com
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Men’s Football

Women’s Volleyball

Football grinds out tough Volleyball stuns
14-10 win over Williams Colby 3" 2 in

five sets
DOUG STEINBERG
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

DOUG STEINBERG
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

In a hard-fought, slugfest of a game,
Bates earned its second straight comefrom-behind victory of the season in a
road win over the Williams Ephs.
Despite appearing to outplay Wil¬
liams for the majority of the game,
the Bobcats struggled to translate this
advantage into points for much of the
game.
With the starting sophomore quar¬
terback Pat Dugan out with an injury,
junior quarterback Matt Cannone
made his first start of the year. Cannone
played well, rushing 20 times for 59
yards while also directing Bates’ triple
option attack. Cannone also rushed for
the first score of the game in the sec¬
ond quarter, punching the ball into the
end zone through a stubborn Williams
defense.
But the real star of the day for the
Bobcats was the defense, which all but
smothered the Ephs and forced three
turnovers. With Bates wining 7-0 after
Cannone’s score, junior outside line¬
backer Josh Freedland forced the Wil¬
liams quarterback to fumble on his own
20-yard line, which fellow linebacker
Gilbert Brown recovered. However, on
a sequence typical of the afternoon, the
Bobcats were unable to translate this
opportunity into points as senior kicker
Charlie Donahue missed a 36-yard field
goal.
Several miscues, such as the missed
field goal, prevented Bates from blow¬

ing the game open, as three botched
snaps resulted in stalled drives, forcing
the Bobcats to punt.
Junior punter David Kurey picked
up some of this slack, kicking the ball
11 times and pinning the Ephs deep in
their own territory. However, Williams’
lone touchdown on the day came after
a long punt return on perhaps Kurey’s
one bad punt of the day. Starting from
Bates’ 18-yard line, the Ephs were able
to muscle their way into the end zone to
tie the game at 7.
Williams’ only long drive of the
game came just before the half, when
they were able to drive about 60 yards
for a field goal attempt to take a 10-7
lead.
In- the second half, Williams’ of¬
fense was almost completely shut down,
as they did not cross the 50-yard line
until the last minute of the game.
Meanwhile, the Bobcats’ offense
also struggled with some drive-killing
mistakes and penalties. However, on
the first possession of the fourth quar¬
ter, Cannone led what would be the
game-winning drive for Bates. Mix¬
ing in rushes with senior running back
Ryan Curit and senior slotback and co¬
captain Shawn Doherty, Cannone me¬
thodically moved the ball into Williams
territory.
After a botched pitch left Bates with
a 4th-and-ll situation on the Williams
28-yard line, coach Mark Harriman
made the gutsy call to go for it instead
of kicking the potentially game-tying
field goal. Cannone connected with se¬

nior receiver Kevin Davis on a 14-yard
pass for the conversion, and a few plays
later Curit ran into the end zone un¬
touched to put the Bobcats up 14-10.
Curit would finish the game with
•77 yards rushing on 29 carries and the
touchdown, while Doherty also had a
good game with 71 yards rushing on
just 11 carries.
The defense stepped up to close out
the game, as junior linebacker Adam
Cuomo intercepted a pass deep in Wil¬
liams territory to seemingly end the
game. However, after a failed fourthdown conversion by Bates, Williams did
get one last chance to pull out a miracle
win with one minute left.
On a desperation play, the Ephs
managed to pick up 50 yards off of a se¬
ries of laterals. In a nail-biting sequence,
Williams managed to move all the way
to the Bates 18-yard line with ten sec¬
onds remaining. Again, however, the
Bobcats’ defense stood firm, and Freed¬
land intercepted a pass in the endzone
to end the game.
The win moves Bates to 2-1 on the
year, and the Bobcats have won three
straight games over Williams. The de¬
fense will need to continue its out¬
standing play, as Bates will face a tough
test next week when they travel to face
the undefeated Wesleyan Cardinals
on Saturday. If Bates can steal a game
from either Wesleyan next week or the
high-powered Middlebury team in two
weeks, they could be in position to have
their one of their best seasons ever.

Bates volleyball picked up its first
NESCAC win of the season on Satur¬
day, travelling to face the Colby Mules
in a hard-fought, back and forth match.
The road win moves the Bobcats to 1-3
in the NESCAC and 8-10 overall, with
an opportunity to move to 3-3 in the
league with home matches against Tufts
and Connecticut College this weekend.
On Saturday, the Bobcats fell be¬
hind early, losing the first set 25-23.
However, instead of succumbing to the
early hole, the Bobcats overcame adver¬
sity and fought hard to even the match
by earning a 26-24 win in the second set
in extra points.
An infuriated Colby team stormed
back to dominate the third set 25-13, at
which point the Mules appeared to take
a victory for granted. But the Bobcats
made an impressive and improbable
comeback, winning the fourth set in
extra points yet again, and then driving
the proverbial nail in the coffin by win¬
ning the final set 15-12.
First-year middle blocker Chan¬
dler McGrath recorded an impressive
15 kills on the day to lead the Bobcats,
including the game-winning kill in the
fifth set. Sophomore middle blocker
Brynn Wendel followed McGrath with

BRIDGET MEE
Bridget Meedzan, senior midfielder
from Ipswich, Massachusetts, broke a
long NESCAC scoring drought for the
Bobcats with her game-tying goal in the
33rd minute against Connecticut College
on Saturday. Meedzan’s goal was unas¬
sisted, as she found the ball in front of
the net, hitting the top shelf of the net.
Meedzan has been a solid senior pres¬
ence for the Bobcats through a tough
beginning to the season, and was a ma¬
jor factor in the team picking up its first
NESCAC win of the season.
COURTESY PHOTO/OFFICE OF
COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA
RELATIONS

Men’s Golf
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Men’s golf fares well at
Augusta (Maine), then Colby
TY SILVEY
STAFF WRITER

Bates Men’s Golf was busy again
this weekend, participating in two
one-day tournaments on Friday and
Saturday. First, the Bobcats traveled to
Augusta for the Mariner Invitational at
Augusta Country Club (which is often
said to rival Georgia’s Augusta National
Golf Club in difficulty), then traveling
to Waterbury for the Colby Classic.
As expected, senior captain Garrett
Johnson carried the team, shooting a
four-over par 74 to place 3rd in a field of
40 golfers. After the tournament John¬
son tried to be modest but admitted he
was happy with his play, saying, “I per¬
formed well. This was a great way to end
a week that was really all about me in
every way.”
Following Johnson was first-year
Tom Garone, who posted a score of
81 to tie for 20th place in the tourna¬
ment. Senior Zachary Abbott and ju¬
nior Aidan Schmidtberger finished the

scoring for the Bobcats with 86’s. Bates
shot a combined score of 327 putting
them in 4th place out of 8 teams in the
tournament, beating NESCAC rival
Colby. Abbott, who has been fight¬
ing through a knee injury the past few
weeks, toughed it out to play in this
tournament and, when asked about his
injury, commented, “A bruise on the leg
is a hell of a long way from the heart, so
I was just fine out there.”
The Bobcats faired even better on
Saturday in the Colby Classic at the
Waterville Country Club, finishing
2nd among participating teams. Bates
impressively finished just 3 shots be¬
hind Bowdoin, which was the eventual
tournament winner. In a strange format
combining best ball, scramble, and al¬
ternate shot styles, Bates had to rely on
teamwork to put forth its best effort.
Johnson was responsible for put¬
ting together the pairings and his vision
obviously paid off, especially with the
pairing of first-years Thomas Garone
and Brad Rutkin, who combined for a
67 on the day. Garone and Rutkin fin¬

10 kills, while first-year outside hitter
Gabby O’Leary tallied 8.
“I think the key to winning was
staying mentally tough and fighting for
each point,” explained junior setter and
co-captain Miranda Shapiro. “Colby is
a good team, and they weren’t going to
give us any points. We just needed to
fight through to the very end. No in¬
dividual person in particular stepped
up for the team, but we all played well
together, which is the only way for us
to win.”
Also playing well for the Bobcats
was sophomore libero Laryssa Schepel,
who led the team with a remarkable 27
digs, saving vital points for Bates. Ju¬
nior setter and co-captain Tess Walther
followed Schepel with 15 digs, while
sophomore outside hitter Abby Leberman tallied 13.
Bates is a very young team, with no
seniors at all and only two juniors (Wal¬
ther and Shapiro), and seeing the team
display this much grit and determina¬
tion is highly encouraging.
The Bobcats will next host Tufts
and Connecticut College on Friday and
Saturday, respectively, in conjunction
with the entire NESCACs Dig Pink!
Night. The campaign aims to honor
breast cancer awareness through fund¬
raising, and the Bobcats will be wearing
special apparel for the occasion.

ished in 2nd place, trailing Bowdoin’s
Thomas Lilly and Kevin Amozyuski by
just 1 shot.
Team manager and super fan Chris
Debrase took some credit for the Bob¬
cats’ strong performance on Saturday.
Because this was less of an individual¬
ized event, Debrase knew he had to
say something to emphasize teamwork
and apparently told the team, “When
you pull on that jersey, you represent
yourself and your teammates. And the
name on the front is a heck of a lot more
important than the one on the back!”
It is clear that the Bobcats played for
each other and their school this week¬
end, and they certainly made their fans
proud through their effort.
The Bobcats will bring this enthusi¬
astic attitude into the CBB Tournament
next weekend at Brunswick Golf Club
where they look to take down Colby
and Bowdoin and claim the CBB title.
Because of the opponents, there will un¬
doubtedly l^e a number of supporters in
the crowd cheering them, only adding
to the intensity of this fierce golf rivalry.

ADAMG0DMO
JOSH FREEDLAND
Adam Cuomo
Josh Freediand
Mass.) had monster
s; against-Williams on Saturday,
'contributing immeasurably to the win.
Cubmo ibd'the team with 8 tackles, and
led a back-breaking intercephe fourth quarter, while Freed••olemented this with a sack>ie in the first quarter and
' - -fling interception on the
unit in its linebacker
gjltf Will b£ vitai for Bates sue-;

■

0TB AIL

COURTESY PHOTO/OFFICE OF
COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA
RELATIONS

